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APPENDIX D 
CORRIDOR STUDY STATUS 

 

D.1 INTRODUCTION 

Throughout the course of the Master Plan Update for the Rochester International Airport, and as 
noted in the Master Plan Update document, reference is made to an ongoing surface 
transportation study.  The study is officially called the “TH 63 South Corridor Preservation 
Plan/Rochester International Airport (RIA) Sub Area Transportation Study”.  The study is jointly 
sponsored by the Minnesota Department of Transportation (MnDOT) and Olmsted County.  As the 
Airport’s Master Plan Update concludes, this surface transportation study continues.  Although the 
study’s final documents and deliverables will address surface transportation issues along Trunk 
Highway 63, from Rochester’s 48th Street south to Stewartville’s 22nd Street intersection, of 
particular interest is the sub area study around the airport.   
 
Currently (November, 2009), the study has identified numerous surface transportation alternatives 
around the Rochester International Airport addressing proposed development and expansion that 
are depicted on the Airport’s Ultimate Airport Layout Plan drawing.  These concepts are provided in 
this appendix to document the status of the analysis at the time this Airport Master Plan Update 
concludes.  A future Airport Layout Plan revision may depict final surface access plans.  Therefore, 
the reader should consult with the Airport, the Rochester Olmstead Council of Governments or 
MnDOT for the latest plans as they relate to the concepts provided in this appendix.   
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D.2 CSAH 16 (CORRIDOR A) 

This first corridor studied was the County State Aid Highway (CSAH) 16 segment connecting Trunk 
Highway 63 and County Road 8.  The current airport access road, Helgerson Drive, connects to 
this segment.  CSAH 16 will be directly impacted in the future by a 1,600-foot extension to Runway 
13/31.  The extension will push the roadway alignment north and require a new intersection with 
County Road 8.  It has been mutually agreed upon, that the runway extension, when it is justified, 
will prompt the environmental review process for the CSAH 16 realignment.  Through the 
alternative screening and evaluation process, the current surface transportation study will identify a 
preferred alternative for that alignment, however it is not anticipated that any corridor preservation 
mapping will occur at this time.  Current land use and zoning in this area limits the potential for any 
adverse development at this time.  The alternative alignments under consideration are depicted in 
Figure D-1.   
 

Figure D-1 
Corridor A 
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D.3 COUNTY ROAD 8 (CORRIDOR B) 

County Road 8 is the main feature in Corridor B, which connects Minnesota Highway 30, an east – 
west highway boarding the south Airport property line, and the south end of the City of Rochester.  
County Road 8 runs along the western Airport property line.  The alternative alignments in Corridor 
B are depicted in Figure D-2.  County Road 8 will be directly impacted in the future by a parallel 
runway to the existing Runway 13/31.  The new runway will push the roadway alignment west and 
south.  It has been mutually agreed upon, that the new runway, when it is justified, will prompt the 
environmental review process for the County Road 8 realignment.  Through the alternative 
screening and evaluation process, the current surface transportation study will identify a preferred 
alternative for that alignment, however it is not anticipated that any corridor preservation mapping 
will occur at this time.  Current land use and zoning in this area limits the potential for any adverse 
development at this time. 
 

Figure D-2 
Corridor B  
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D.4 MN 30 (CORRIDOR C) 

Minnesota State Highway 30 is the main feature in Corridor C, which runs along the southern 
Airport Property Line.  Corridor C connects County Road 8 with Trunk Highway 63 at which point it 
joins Trunk Highway 63 with an at-grade intersection.  Minnesota State Highway 30 continues 
south along Trunk Highway 63 into Stewartville at which point it continues east.  The alternative 
alignments in Corridor C are depicted in Figure D-3.  MN 30 will be directly impacted in the future 
by an 1,100-foot extension to Runway 02/20.  The extension will push the roadway alignment 
south and require a new intersection with Trunk Highway 63.  It should be noted that MN 30 may 
be rerouted to the south through Stewartville.  In the future, MN 30 may only be a city street 
providing access to land owners along the current alignment.  Whatever the final disposition, it has 
been mutually agreed upon, that the runway extension, when it is justified, will prompt the 
environmental review process for this roadway realignment.  Through the alternative screening and 
evaluation process, the current surface transportation study will identify a preferred alternative for 
that alignment, however it is not anticipated that any corridor preservation mapping will occur at 
this time.  Current land use and zoning in this area limits the potential for any adverse development 
at this time. 
 
 

Figure D-3 
Corridor C 
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D.8 TH 63 WEST SIDE ACCESS 

The Airport Master Plan Update identified Alternative A-3 as a west side frontage road along TH 
63, around the end of Runway 13/31 and into the midfield terminal site.  From inception, through 
the Airport’s master planning process, and now past the surface transportation study’s screening 
process, this alternative has undergone refinement and will move forward in the surface 
transportation study’s evaluation process.  It did not move forward in the Airport’s master planning 
process since vital safety areas and other costly facility relocations associated with the alternative 
directly impacted the main runway. The alternative alignments under consideration are depicted in 
Figure D-6. 
 
Initially, this alternative addressed the runway safety area impacts with the relocation of the 
Airport’s Runway 13/31.  During the alternative screening process in the Airport Master Plan 
Update, the FAA and MnDOT Aeronautics indicated that the runway relocation would not be 
fundable with State or Federal resources.  In order to see if local funding could support this 
relocation, a detailed cost estimate was prepared.  Relocating the runway was estimated to add 
over $14 million to the roadway cost of this alternative.  Even with local funds to support the entire 
relocation, an environmental process through the FAA would still be required and support from the 
FAA for relocating the runway was unlikely.   
 

Figure D-6 
Airport Access Alternatives (AAA1 and AAA2)  
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A further refinement to the west frontage road alternative will now include discussions on some 
design changes to TH 63 that will accommodate more roadway (lanes), in the right of way by 
utilizing an urban highway design section through this area.  It will also consider mitigation to 
runway safety area impacts with below grade traffic lanes with a structural cover (tunnel).  The 
number of lanes in each direction has not been specified, nor has any provision for an interior all-
weather access necessary for connecting the new terminal area to the existing ramp areas.  As 
noted above, the main entrance to an airport is a front door to the community and any access 
alternative to the new midfield terminal should reflect appropriate standards. 
 
 

D.9 CONCLUSION 

At the conclusion of this Airport Master Plan Update, the Airport, through this plan, emphasized the 
need to anticipate long range transportation needs for the region.  This includes not only providing 
surface transportation access to the new midfield terminal site, but ensuring the means of getting 
to and from the airport in any number of modes reflecting the visionary character of the community. 
If possible, the expenditure of time and public resources for this effort should endeavor to be 
beneficial to as many entities as possible to create opportunities that support the economic growth 
of this corridor.  
 
 

 

 




